Nelson, J. D., and Peters, P. C. (1965) . Suprapubic aspiration of urine in premature and term infants. Pediatrics, 36, 132-134. Polnay, L., Fraser, A., and Lewis, J. (1975 We are grateful to Professor Hansen for drawing attention to the paper by Wittmann et al. (1967) about gastric acid secretion in kwashiorkor in response to histamine stimulation. Unfortunately, this article was not located by us before our report despite a search of the literature, otherwise we would have acknowledged their earlier work on this subject. It is of interestthat the South African workers found that gastric acid secretion was 'very adequate' in their malnourished patients while we found that gastric acid secretion was greatly reduced in response to stimulation by pentagastrin. Decreased gastric acid secretion was also found in another African study reported briefly several years ago (Adesola, 1968) . These apparently conflicting results came from studies involving small numbers of subjects in widely separated places and using different methods for stimulating gastric acid secretion. These differences should not be used to explain the discrepancy between the South African work and our own. They may, however, suggest the means for systematically investigating the role of gastric function in malnutrition. In view of the findings by Wittmann et al. and in keeping with the complex, multifactorial nature of malnutrition, such studies could usefully involve other relevant factors including, for example, documentation of the status of iron repletion.
